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n	 Additional tax concessions in specific regions

In selected regions applications for tax concessions can be 

submitted for larger export-oriented industrial companies or 

international service providers. In this context a distinction 

must be drawn between two regions: the economic rede­

velopment regions and the favored regions. The economic 

redevelopment regions enjoy up to 100% relief from direct 

federal taxes. By contrast, the favored regions represent a 

transitional solution and will benefit from up to 50% of the 

tax concessions to the end of 2010.

n	 Terms

Only limited dividends may be paid during the period of tax 

holiday. Dividends must represent a fair return on the capital 

invested and must not jeopardize the funds available to 

develop the company in the Canton of Berne in the medium 

and long term.

Any plans to pay dividends must be discussed in advance 

with the BEDA and consent must be obtained from the tax 

authorities.

If dividends are paid over a period of up to 5 consecutive 

years from receipt of a financial contribution, the Canton of 

Berne must be remunerated in proportion to and up to a 

maximum of the initial sum paid. Dividends may be freely 

distributed thereafter.

In both cases (tax holiday and financial contributions), the 

company must agree to comply with standard conditions of 

employment and pay in the region and industry concerned 

and to apply the depreciation required for proper manage­

ment of the company.
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Biel-Seeland

Assisted areas in a transitional arrangement until the end of 2010
with maximum tax relief amounting to 50%.

Commercial regeneration areas that can bene�t in full from the tax
relief on direct federal taxes.
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n	 Support of research and development projects

The federal government and the Canton of Berne can pro­

vide financial assistance for research and development pro­

jects involving cooperation with universities and universities 

of applied sciences. Foreign companies have to establish 

a company or a branch office in the Canton of Berne to 

qualify.

n	 BEDA project management services

Economic development is the central point of contact for 

your project. Instead of time-consuming red tape, you  

receive all the information you need from one source and 

are assisted by a personal project manager. The usual  

project process is as follows:

	 1.	 Contact between entrepreneur and BEDA agents

	 2.	 Preparation of business plan for the project in Switzer-

land by entrepreneur

	 3.	 Visit to the Canton of Bern accompanied by BEDA pro-

ject manager

	 4.	 Presentation of business plan

	 5.	 BEDA offer: services, list of potential locations and pos-

sibly assistance with financing and tax

	 6.	 Location selected by investor

	 7.	 BEDA decision on agreement between entrepreneur 	

and BEDA

	 8.	 Incorporation: BEDA arranges contacts with notaries, 

lawyers, etc. and helps with applications for work per­

mits

	 9.	 Project start: contribution disbursed as project pro­

gresses

	10.	 Accompaniment through the start phase and support 

for integration in the Canton of Berne

	11.	 Aftercare: project manager at your disposal
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Important links

www.berneinvest.com

BEDA’s web site contains helpful documents, informative materials, testimonials from companies  

that are already established in Berne, newsletters, business plan templates, and more.
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Contact

	 Berne Economic Development Agency (BEDA)

	 Denis Grisel, President

	 Münsterplatz 3

	 CH-3011 Berne

	 Phone +41 (0)31 633 41 20

	 Fax +41 (0)31 633 40 88

	 info@berneinvest.com

	 denis.grisel@berneinvest.com

Your contact in Switzerland

	 Alan Parter

	 Parter International Inc.

	 286 Madison Avenue, 21st floor

	 New York, NY 10017

	 Phone 212 867 1717

	 Fax 212 686 8367

	 Cell phone 914 584 6177

	 alan.parter@berneinvest-agents.com

Your contacts in the USA

	NevellWhite, LLC

	 Mark White

	 110 Newport Center Drive, Suite 200

	 Newport Beach, CA 92660

	 Phone 949 395 0642

	 Fax 949 719 1154

	 mark.white@berneinvest-agents.com


